Department of Biochemistry 

Funding Sources for Junior Faculty 

(Revised: January 2008)

For additional funding opportunities, see the 
UCSF Contracts & Grants website:

http://www.research.ucsf.edu/cg/funding/cgFunding.asp

UCSF OPPORTUNITIES
REAC (Research Evaluation and Allocation Committee) 
One year of research and shared equipment grants are awarded by the Dean from endowment funds given to the School of Medicine.

REAC grant website: http://medschool.ucsf.edu/reac/  All REAC application are processed through the Research Allocation Program (RAP): http://rap.ucsf.edu/
Eligibility: School of Medicine Faculty in the ladder rank, in-residence, adjunct, or clinical series, and Appointees in the Professional Research series. All applicants must be salaried at 50% or more time.
Application Deadlines: 
Reviews:
Awards Granted

December
January
February 

April
May
June 

September
October 
November 

Applications requiring budgets greater than $25,000 are discouraged.

ACADEMIC SENATE  

http://www.ucsf.edu/senate/
Application Deadlines: 

Shared Equipment 


February 2 (up to $40,000)

Individual Investigator Award 
April 9 (Spring cycle); 





September or October (Fall cycle). $35,000 for one year for personnel, equipment, travel, supplies for new research, or for a lapse in funding, or a new research direction.

UC Discovery Grants 

http://www.ucdiscoverygrant.org/

University Cooperative Research Program (IUCRP) 

RFPs: October, January, May 

For Biotechnology; Communications & Networking; Digital Media; Electronic Manufacturing and New Materials.

Priority is given to requests for seed funding for new, innovative research projects.  Each project must be jointly supported by an eligible private sponsor.

SANDLER PROGRAM IN BASIC SCIENCES AWARDS

RFAs are sent to Chairs for distribution to faculty.  

Deadline(s): Usually September; some of the awards may be offered more than once a year.
Eligibility: All faculty who are members of the PIBS and BMS graduate programs are eligible to apply.  All funds are gifts from the Sandler Family.

Integrative Research award

New Technologies award

Opportunity award

Blue Sky award

Seed award

OPPORTUNITY FUND:

Multiple awards; $50,000-$100,000 per year for 1-2 years of support; supports projects at levels of risk and innovation that clearly exceed those supported by NIH.

INTEGRATIVE RESEARCH FUND:

Multiple awards; up to $200,000 per year.  Supports investigators who bring to bear expertise from widely disparate fields to solve an important problem in biology.

NEW TECHNOLOGIES FUND: 

Multiple awards; $50,000-$1,000,000 in matching funds, potentially multiyear; for acquisition of shared instruments, establishment of technology cores, and invention and development of new technologies.

BLUE SKY FUND: 

Fewer than one award per year, on average; up to $100,000 per year for up to 5 years; supports development of bold, broad ideas that are many years from conventional support.  

SEED FUND: 

Fewer than one award per year, on average; up to $350,000 per year in matching funds, potentially renewable; for launching of new programs/ideas with campus wide impact, beyond scope of other Sandler Basic Science Program funding mechanisms.

OUTSIDE AGENCIES/FOUNDATIONS

*Limited Application Procedures:

Those agencies that only accept proposals from applicants nominated by their institutions are indicated below with an asterisk (*) next to the agency name.  The UCSF nomination process for these limited applications can be found at:  http://www.research.ucsf.edu/admin/Grants.asp

Contact Joann Ang (joann.ang@ucsf.edu; 415-502-5213) if you need more information.

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 

http://www.sloan.org/programs/scitech_fellowships.shtml

Candidates must be nominated by their department or by other senior researchers. More than one candidate per department may be nominated. Direct applications are not accepted.

Applications materials required:  A nomination form is available on the website, and the nominator submits a letter describing the candidate's qualifications.  Three supporting letters must be received directly from other researchers, preferably at other institutions.  From the nominee, (a) a CV, (b) a list of scientific publications, (c) one copy of 2 publications, and (d) a one-page statement describing their significant scientific work and immediate research plans.

Eligibility: Candidates hold the PhD in chemistry, physics, mathematics, computer science, neuroscience, computational and evolutionary molecular biology or related interdisciplinary field.  They must be regular faculty who have completed the PhD no more than 6 years before the nomination year.

Award: $45,000 for 2 years (may not be used for salary or indirect costs)

Nomination deadline: September 15 (award begins the following September)

ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis) ASSOCIATION
http://www.alsa.org/

Biannual Investigator-Initiated Research Grant Program for research in ALS relevant areas (stem cells, disease mechanism, therapeutic approaches, model systems, genetics).  Grants must be innovative/cutting edge and provide an experimental design and a budget.  Applicants are invited to submit full proposals on basis of the review of their abstract. Abstract forms must be requested by email. Funding for multi-year grants is committed for one year only with noncompetitive renewals upon satisfactory annual progress report.

Award:  
$60,000- 80,000 per year for multi-year grants


$35,000- $40,000 for two-year starter grants (for new investigators) or for one-year pilots studies for established investigators

Call for Abstracts: June 1 (Fall cycle), December 1 (Spring cycle)

Abstract due:  June 30, January 1

Application deadline: (approximate dates)  September 1 (February 1 award), 
March 1 (August 1 award)

AMERICAN CANCER ASSOCIATION
http://www.cancer.org/

Research Scholar Grants in Basic, Preclinical, Clinical and Epidemiology Research. 

Eligibility: Investigators in the first 6 years of a faculty appointment.

Award: $200,000 per year (direct costs) for 4 years

Application deadlines: April 1 (January 1 award) and October 15  (July 1 award)

AMERICAN DIABETES ASSOCIATION
http://www.diabetes.org

Junior Faculty Award
Supports new investigators establishing their independence in diabetes research.  Applicants must have an assistant professor appointment

Award: $120,000 per year for up to 3 years. May also request up to $10,000 per year toward repayment of the principal on loans for a doctoral degree (MD, PhD, DPM). 

Deadlines: January 15 (July 1 award) and July 15 (January 1 award)

Research Award

Supports both new and established investigators.  Applications in any area relevant to the etiology or pathophysiology of diabetes and its complications will be considered.

Awards: $20,000 - $100,000 per year for up to 3 years.

Deadline dates:  January 15 (July 1 award) and July 15 (January 1 award)

Innovation Award

Pilot and feasibility grants that support novel hypotheses that may lack preliminary data but offer considerable promise for the cure, prevention or treatment of diabetes.

Award:  Up to $50,000 per year for 2 years. (No indirect costs allowed)

Deadline dates:  January 15 (July 1 award) and July 15 (January 1 award)

ADA-ASP Young Investigator Innovation  Award in Geriatric Endocrinology

The American Diabetes Association (ADA)-Association of Subspecialty Professors (ASP) Young Investigator Innovation Award in Geriatric Endocrinology provides grant support to new investigators. This program supports entry-level faculty to integrate geriatrics with novel basic, clinical, or health services diabetes research. This award supports pilot studies that may lack preliminary data, but offer considerable promise for the cure, prevention, or treatment of diabetes in an aging population.

Award:  Up to $75,000 per year for up to 2 years. (No indirect costs allowed)

Deadline dates: January 15 for July 1 funding and July 15 for January 1 funding
American Heart Association National

http://www.americanheart.org/presenter.jhtml?identifier=2493

Beginning Grant-in-Aid (Western States)

Eligibility: Applicants should be faculty/staff member initiating independent research careers, usually at the rank of Instructor or Assistant Professor (or their equivalents). Applications may be submitted for review in the final year of a postdoctoral research fellowship or in the initial years of the first faculty/staff appointment. Must have faculty/staff appointment at activation. Must meet institutional requirements for grant submission at time of application. At the time of award activation, no more than four (4) years will have elapsed since an applicant's first faculty/staff appointment at the Assistant Professor level or its equivalent. 

Focus: Research broadly related to cardiovascular function and disease, stroke or to related clinical, basic science, bioengineering or biotechnology, and public health problems.

Award: maximum annual amount $70,000 including10% indirect costs 

Award period: Two years. Competitive reapplication is allowed in the final year of support.
Deadline: January
CANCER RESEARCH INSTITUTE INVESTIGATOR AWARD PROGRAM

http://www.cancerreserach.org/investigator.html

Eligibility: Candidates for the investigator award must hold a doctoral degree and be a tenure-track Assistant Professor at the time of award activation. CRI has no citizenship restrictions, and research supported by the award may be conducted at medical schools and research centers in the United States or abroad.


CRI will designate at least one Investigator Award per round for projects with high relevance to cancer immunology. Applicants must indicate whether they wish to be considered for this Cancer Immunology Investigator Award and, if so, must provide a description of the relevance of their proposed research to cancer immunology. Applications that are not selected for a Cancer Immunology Investigator Award will be placed among the general application pool for consideration.

Award: $50,000 per year for 4 years

Next round of projects posted: December 1
Application deadline:  March 1 (receipt)
Damon Runyon–Walter Winchell Foundation

http://drcrf.org/apScholar.html

Scholar Award: No longer offered, as of 2006

*CAMILLE AND HENRY DREYFUS FOUNDATION New Faculty Awards Program  

http://www.dreyfus.org/

No direct application is accepted, only the nomination by the institution (which includes a proposal, budget and CV).
Eligibility: New faculty members who start their first tenure-track appointment in the application year.

Award: $50,000 for 5 years 

Agency Deadline for Nomination: May 10

*ELLISON MEDICAL FOUNDATION - New Scholars Program in Aging

http://www.ellisonfoundation.org

Applications are solicited by invitation only. 

Eligibility: Nominees must hold regular, full-time appointments (tenure or non-tenure) at the sponsoring institution and the appointment must have been for not more than three years by the time the grant is awarded.

The program supports new investigators of outstanding promise in the basic biological sciences relevant to understanding aging processes and age-related diseases and disabilities. The award provides support necessary to new investigators to permit them to become established in the field of aging. 
Awards: $50,000 per year for 4 years 

UCSF Deadine: March 2

Agency Deadline: January 30 

Human Frontier Science Program 

http://www.hfsp.org/

Two research grants available:  Young Investigators' Grants and Program Grants

Young Investigators Grants are awarded to teams of researchers (see instructions for structure of team), who all are within the first five years after obtaining an independent laboratory (e.g. Assistant Professor, Lecturer or equivalent). Postdocs are not eligible.

Program Grants allow teams of independent researchers to develop new lines of research through collaboration.  All members of the team (see instructions for structure of team),  must be able to initiate and direct independent lines of research; have responsibility for their own labs and show evidence of independence.  Postdocs are not eligible.
Award (for both grants): up to $450,000 per year for the whole team (actual amount depends of number of team members) 

Period: 3 years for each grant

Call for Proposals:  December (check website at that time). A letter of intent, submitted online, will be required for this deadline.
Agency Deadline:  March 

*HELLMAN FAMILY AWARDS FOR EARLY CAREER FACULTY
Eligibility: Candidates must have an appointment as Assistant Professor.  The award is for the design and implementation of projects that may include formal research studies, novel interventions to improve clinical practice, or similar types of scholarly activities.

Award: Up to $50,000 for one year

UCSF Deadline: July 1 for the November 1 award
The Juvenile Diabetes Foundation 

http://www.jdrf.org/ 

Eligibility: Researchers with MD, PhD or equivalent in a scientific discipline who also hold a faculty position or equivalent at a university or comparable non-profit institution. No citizenship requirements.  If selected, must show evidence of institutional infrastructure support.
JDRF supports research for up to $165,000 per year (i.e. $150,000 per year plus 10% indirect costs) for up to three years. Both new and/or established researchers are supported. Proposals must for research projects investigating the cause, treatment, prevention, and/or cure of diabetes and its complications. 

*JDRF Scholar Award:  $250,000 per year, including indirect costs, for up to 5 years.  

Letter of Intent deadline:  July


Application deadline: September
*Regular research award: $165,000 per year for up to 3 years. Provides PIs with support to explore feasibility and development of research considered to be on the leading edge of diabetes research and that address the JDRF research emphasis areas.


Application deadlines:  July, January
*Career development award: $150,000 per year for up to 5 years


Application deadlines:  July, January
*W.M. Keck Foundation

http://www.wmkeck.org/ 

Eligibility: Applicants may request one grant per year for each of the program areas.  Awards are made to accredited four-year U.S. institutions for emerging areas of research at the forefront of science and medicine or that have potential to lead to breakthrough technologies in these areas; or programs that respond to a compelling need and have potential to create a significant and long-lasting impact.  It will not fund individual grants, or fellowships or medical research conducted in a hospital or clinical research or treatment trails, or projects to be undertaken outside the US.

Agency Deadlines: December and June in a two-phase process

Organizations should contact Keck before applying.  (UCSF has not been invited recently.)

KIMMEL FOUNDATION SCHOLAR AWARDS
http://www.kimmel.org/

Eligibility:  Young investigators who hold an MD or PhD degree, have reached the rank of Assistant Professor on or after July 2003 (for 2007 applications), and are dedicated to a career in cancer research.  Researchers should not yet have received their own R01 funding.  
Award: $100,000 for 2 years

Deadline: December 5

LEUKEMIA RESEARCH FOUNDATION

Hollis Brownstein Research Grants Program
http://www.leukemia-research.org/

Eligibility: New Investigators who are within seven (7) years of their first independent position. Years as a resident physician, fellow physician, or post-doctoral fellow are considered to be training years.  Applicant may hold an NIH K08 or K23 grant, but may NOT have an NIH R01 or other national foundation/career development award.  

Award: Up to $100,000 per year for one year 

Application deadline: mid-February (July 1 award)

March of Dimes Biomedical Research Funding

http://www.marchofdimes.com/ 

The Program invites all qualified scientists with faculty appointments or the equivalent, at universities, hospitals and research institutions, to submit applications for research grants directed at the prevention of birth defects. Research subjects appropriate for support by the March of Dimes include basic biological processes governing development, genetics, clinical studies, studies of reproductive health, environmental toxicology, and social and behavioral studies. 

Award:  (on average) $76,850 per year for 3 years

Letter of Intent: Potential applicants should submit a Letter of Intent addressed to the Vice Pres. for Research and Global Programs at March of Dimes summarizing the proposed studies. 

Application deadline: April 30

March of Dimes Basil O'Connor Starter Scholar Research Award Program: To support young investigators embarking on independent research careers who hold a recent faculty appointment.  Research interests must be in line with those of the Foundation.  

Award: Maximum is $75,000 per year for 2 years.

Restriction: Nominated applicants may not be recipients of a major grant (e.g., R01 or grant exceeding $100,000 per year) at the time of application
Nominations for this award are submitted by the Chairs of Departments or Directors of Institutes/Centers 

Deadline for nominations:  March 

JAMES S. McDONNELL FOUNDATION
http://www.jsmf.org/

All projects must qualify for one of the three program areas:  Bridging Brain, Mind and Behavior; Studying Complex Systems; Brain Cancer Research.

Eligibility:  Applicants may only submit ONE application every 3 years.  Check the website in the Fall for additional eligibility requirements.
Award:  Up to $450,000 total costs over a minimum of 3 years or a maximum of 6 years

Smaller awards over shorter periods may be requested to pursue pilot projects or test the feasibility of an experimental approach.

Deadline:  Check the website in the Fall for next year's guidelines.
*MERCK SCHOLARS PROGRAM in the Biology of Developmental Disabilities in Children
http://www.jmfund.org/

Applicants must be nominated by their institution; hold a non-tenured academic rank in a University of medical school or medical center; have a record of research in underlying causes of developmental disabilities; have not more than 4 years experience in an independent faculty position; and show evidence of a commitment to a career in neuroscience or cognitive science.

Awards:  $75,000 per year for four years

UCSF Deadline: January 3

Agency Deadline: January 17

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH (NIH): New R01 Applications

http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/index.cfm 

Deadlines for three submission/award cycles:

  • February 1  (award: December)

  • June 1 (award: April)

  • October 1 (award: July) 


[Note: For the 10/1/07 deadline, the R01 will permanently transition to online submission via Grants.gov. Applicants must have an NIH eRA Commons account.

For Grants.gov information, see:
 


http://grants.gov    and

http://biochemistry.ucsf.edu/grants.html#Ggov

To set up an NIH eRA Commons account, go to: 
http://www.research.ucsf.edu/cg/nihnews/cgNIHcommons.asp

To find funding opportunities (for generic/parent R01s and R01s with specific focuses)


http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/index.html
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION (NSF)

http://www.nsf.gov
Deadline for Proposal Submission varies among programs, please check the website for complete information.  Submission is online via FastLane.

Active funding opportunities: 


http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=NSF&ord=date

Electronic application via FastLane: 


https://www.fastlane.nsf.gov/fastlane.jsp

To get a FastLane account, go to: 


http://www.research.ucsf.edu/cg/howto/cgFastlane.asp

*DAVID AND LUCILLE PACKARD FOUNDATION FELLOWSHIPS FOR SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING

http://www.packard.org/

Eligibility: Candidates must be faculty members in the first three years of their faculty careers and must be engaged in research in the natural and physical sciences or engineering.  

Award: $125,000 per year for 5 years

UCSF Deadline: February 17

Agency Deadline: April 20

*PEW Scholars AWARDS Program in the Biomedical Sciences 

http://futurehealth.ucsf.edu/pewscholar.html 

The program invites one nomination each from selected institutions. Candidates must hold full time appointments at the rank of assistant professor or independent researcher on the faculty of the sponsoring institution, and have held the appointments for less than three years by July 1 of the initial award year.
Award:  $60,000 per year for four years. 

UCSF Deadline: September 15

Agency Deadline: November 1

*SEARLE SCHOLARS PROGRAM

http://www.searlescholars.net/

The program invites applications from selected universities and research institutions. The

program supports individuals who are in the first or second year of their first appointment at the assistant professor level (tenure-track and in an academic department).

Award:  $80,000 per year for three years. 

UCSF Deadline: July 14

Agency Deadline: September 29 (July 1 award)
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